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HE Trade to Africa being abſolutely loſt to this Nation, the Crown pro- 
poſed to the Subjects of Eaglaud, That if they, at their own Charges and 
Expences, would adventure to acquire by Conqueſt, or purchaſe Lands 


upan the Coalt of Africa, and build Forts and Caitles, and make Scttle- 


ments there, and regain the loſt Trade; The King on his Part, would grant to ſuch 


Subjects, all that he could grant to ſecure to them, the ſole Property and Freehold of 
thoſe Lands, Forts, and Caſtles, and of the Trade, which ſhould be fo regain'd. 
Theſe Terms were thought and advis'd by the Lawyers of that time, not only Rea- 
ſonahle, but Legal: Forasmuch as it ſeem'd, That rhe Crown had as good a Right 
to grant the Property and Freehold of ſuch Grounds as ſhould be fo acquir'd in A. 
rica; and of ſuch Forts and Caſtles as ſhould be built thereon, and alſo the ſole Trade 
to thoſe Places, as there was, to grant the Property and Freehold of Virginia, Caro- 
lina, Maryland, Penſilvania, or any other Parts of America, to Particular Subjects that 
had ventur'd to Diſcover, Conquer, or get Poſſeſſion of thoſe Places. | 
| Thoſe Propoſals were accepted by the Subjects, by their ſeveral Subſcriptions, in 
a Book, which, for that purpoſe, lay open for the ſpace of Nine Months, the effect. 


ing thereof was deem'd very Advantageous and Satisfactory to the Nation. 


Whereupon, his.late- Majeſty King Charles the Second, by his Letters Patents, in 
the Year 1672. Incorporated thoſe adventurous Subjects, and granted to them and 
their Succeſſors, the ſole Property and Freehold of what Lands they could acquire 
by Conqueſt or Purchaſe in 4frica, with Liberty to build Forts and Caſtles to ſecure 
their Poſſeſſions, and alſo the ſole Benefit of the Trade that ſhould be gain'd thereby. 

This Body Corporate, not only adventur'd their own Subſtance in this Under— 
taking, but likewiſe borrowed great Sums of their Fellow Subjects, to carry on the 
ſame; and with great Induſtry and Pains ſet about it; By their Moneys and Indu— 
ſtry they ſucceeded; They gain'd the Poſſeſſion of Lands at the Mouths of Rivers 
on the Coaſts of Gaizea; They built and fortify'd Forts and Settlements upon that 
Continent; They adveatur'd a great Stock in Trade; They ſtipulated the Price of 
the Merchandize with the Natives; They fold there to certain Advantage, and 
bought Cheap ; They furniſh'd the Plantations with Negroes at low Rates; They 
drew from Gainea great Quantities of Gold, and coin'd it at the Tower, beſides the 
Importation of other valuable Merchandizes, 

They for ſome time flouriſh'd, and began to reimburſe themſelves by Dividends. 

This Growth of their rade and Proſperity, drew upon them che Envy and Emulation 
of their Fellow Subjects, which begot an out- cry for Liberty of Trade thither, and to 


| ſhare with the Company in the Benefit of their Forts and Settlements; tho? none of 


them lad ad ventur'd any thing in the hazard of the Purchaſe, nor ever would, if it 


had not fucceeded. 

The Company who were Purchaſers for a valuable Conſideration, inſiſted, that 
this was ſetting up a Liberty, to invade their Property, and to damnity their Free- 
hold, which with their own Money and Induſtry, they had acquired. 

However the Company was over- powered, and the Legiſlature thought fir, by an 


Act of Parliament, made in the Year 1698, in the Reign of the late King William, 


to give Liberty to the reſt of the Subjects, to take the Benefit of the Company's Forts 
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and Settlements, as Lodgers or Inmates for the terni of Thirteen Year ; Paying 


Ten per Cent. to the Company out of their Exports. 
It was, at that time, argued by Separate Traders, that this would not deſtroy the 


Conipany' s Property, or damaihe their Freehold, or ruin them: Fer it ir had been 
then foreſeen, what would be the Couſequence, it could never be ſuppoſed, that 
the Honour and Juſtice of that Parliament, would have invaded or ſubverted the 


* and Freehold of the Africa» Company. 
he Conſequences of this Invaſion of the African Company's Property, have 


 fiace appear'd ruinous and deplorable. 
By this Liberty, beſides Multitudes of other Evils, the Natives impoſe treble the 


Price on Negroes, that the Company before bought them at. 
The Company and the Separate Traders buy dear on the Coaſt, and muſt there. 


fore ſell dear to the Planters ; and yet this, the Separate Traders afficm, and are be- 


lieved, 1s profitable ro the Nation. 
And alſo after all theſe Boaſtings, the Gold Trade is in à manner lol, and 


little or none brought to Great Britain. 
Theſe Circumſtances have made the Company, tho? rag be ä 


languiſh and waſte away. 


This being the Truth and Nat ature # their 6% 


Ma ny Men s Eſtates, Properties and Preebolds dapeng on Charters and Grants from 
the Crown, and none of them are, or can be founded on a more valuable Conſidera- 


tion, than the African Company's. 
Why then ſhould their Property” be Invaded, or their Freehold taken from 


them without their Confent * 
Or why ſhould any other Market be ſer up to prejudice theirs, which they 


purchaſed for ſuch Conſideration ? 
The Common Law preſerves Men's Projievrith and ' Freeholds in Markets in 


tif One: and diſables even the . to grant new * to the 2 of f the 
Id Ones. | ; 


. the African Company hambly c Lak: . Benefit and Pros 
tection wal that Law, which Proteits and defends al orher Mens. 
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